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THE PULPIT WORTH MORE THAN IT CORTES. 


Matruew xxvi. 8.—“To what purpose is this waste?” 


Tus question of avarice, prompted by seeing a box of precious 
ointment poured on the head of the Savior, is common to all those, 
whose calculations of profit and loss, in the various enterprises of 
men, are confined to mere dollars and cents. 'To Judas it seemed 
that any expenditure, which did not directly put money in the bag 
that he bore, was a dead loss; and hence that the ointment expend- 
ed on the head of Jesus, by a forgiven sinner, as an expression of 
her gratitude, and which might have been sold for three hundred 
pence, was so much wasted. In his estimation, penitence and 
gratitude, generosity and kindness, were of far less value than the 
pence which might have been realized by the sale of the oint- 
ment. . 

The same question is still asked in view of expenditures for 
which the making of money is not the immediate object ; and es- 
pecially is this true in relation to the support of Public Worship. 
In this connection, there are many who ask, “'To what purpose is 
this waste?” “Will the money expended for the education and 
support of the Christian ministry, be as valuable to the people, as 
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if it had been well invested in merchandise or the stocks?” And 
because the money so devoted is supposed to be wasted, there are 
roultitudes in this Christian land who have retired altogether from 
the institutions of the gospel, and refused to take any responsibility 
in regard to their support. 

It becomes, then, the duty of Christians to consider whether this 
complaint be well founded— whether the worldly and the avari- 
cious consult even their best ¢emporal interests in thus refusing to 
support the religion of the gospel. That godliness has the promise 
of the life that now is, as well as of that which is to come, the 
Bible distinctly declares ; and surely, if the gospel is thus benign 
on the interests of the present life; if its institutions, wherever 
vigorously supported and cordially loved, are vitally connected with 
man’s best good for tise, as well as for eternity, the fact can be 
demonstrated ; for the experiment has been repeatedly made in all 
the varieties of human condition, and the fruits of that experiment 
are now before the world, furnishing indubitable proof for or 
against the gospel, as the friend of man in his present relations. 
And it is for the purpose of removing the charge of wastefulness 
from this expenditure, and of drawing all hearts more warmly, 
around the Pulpit, and every evangelical institution, that I shall 
confine the discussion mainly to this single aspect of the case —ta 
the fruits of the experiment, which the gospel has made. for the 
elevation and happiness of man in the present world. 

The proposition which I shall attempt to illustrate is this — 
Tue PuLPIT Is WORTH MORE THAN IT COSTS FOR ITS SUP- 
PORT. 

I. Because it increases the value of every kind of useful 
property. 

This is a matter of fact, even though I should fail to account 
for it. ‘That property was worth more in Jerusalem, at the time 
of David and Solomon, than during the reign of the unprincipled 
Ahab, is a fact, apparent to the dullest apprehension. Nor would 
the reason seem to be less obvious. There was, in the one 
case, a strong moral influence, resulting solely from religious insti- 
tutions, which threw around the heart of depravity such restraints, 
that it dared not become aggressive on the rights and property of 
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others; while in the other, a false religion was substituted for the 
true, and thus the restraints, arising from the fear and love of God, 
were generally removed from the public mind. Was the vineyard 
of Naboth, the Jezreelite, as valuable to him, as it would have been, 
if a man that feared God, and loved righteousness, had sat on the 
throne, instead of the self-seeking Ahab? And what shall we say 
of the people of Sodom, where Lot could not exercise the rites of 
hospitality to his angel guests, by reason of the surrounding de- 
pravity and licentiousness, compared with the community over 
which Abraham presided ? Had religion, or the want of it, nothing 
todo in enhancing or diminishing the value of property, in the 
two places? What was Lot’s house in Sodom worth, liable, as it 
was, every night, to be broken open, and himself and family expo- 
sed to all the horrors of unbridled licentiousness? Would this 
state of things have existed, had the spirit of Abraham generally 
prevailed in that community? But how came Abraham to be iy 
possession of a better spirit? Had religion nothing to do in making | 
this difference ? 

Thus too in France, during the reign of terror, every kind of 
property sunk in value, by reason of the insecurity afforded by the 
government. Whence came that insecurity? Manifestly from ‘the 
annihilation of all religious restraints, and from the substitution of a | 
rampant and licentious infidelity. Nor did the public mind become 
settled, and property and life secure, till the re-establishment of the 
forms of religion, of order, and of law. Thus, also, the intrinsic 
value of the soil in Turkey is doubtless much greater than that of 
New England ; and yet the poorest acre of New England may be 
more valuable for purposes of permanent occupancy, than the same 
quantity of the richest land in Turkey, because in the one case you 
are protected in your rights by a vigorous conscience in the body 
politic, while in the other you are constantly exposed to a lawless 
rapacity, and know not in the morning but the bowstring may be 
applied to your neck, or the bastinado to your feet before night. 
Here, your fruitful fields and tasteful dwellings, affording evidence 
that you are in the direct road to wealth and prosperity, call forth 
tokens of approbation from your friends and neighbors; while 
there, such indications would be regarded as certain evidence that 
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the time had come for your property to be confiscated, and yourself 
to perish by the hand of violence. But would this state of awfyl 
insecurity to life and property continue, think you, if the Pulpits of 
New England were transferred thither, rousing the people to the 
assertion of their rights, and impressing the public mind with the 
conviction of a personal responsibility to God? Would not the 
cross of Christ, and the power of the Spirit, exhibited in connection 
with the ministrations of the Pulpit, tame the ferocity of the Turk, 
and restore peace and safety to that distracted kingdom ? 

There is another fact in this relation, which should not be over. 
looked : it is the remarkable one, that nowhere, except where Chris. 
tianity prevails, can you find those partnerships in trade and com. 
merce, which are indispensable in order to give to property its 
greatest value. This fact, attested by travellers and missionaries in 
Pagan countries, speaks volumes in favor of Christianity, as the 
friend and promoter of earthly prosperity. Why cannot heathens, 
as well as Christians, combine their wealth, so as to give it greater 
value, by giving it greater power of accumulation? It is because 
their religion, or rather the want of true religion, forbids the exer- 
cise of mutual confidence, creating universal distrust, and making 
every man an iceberg to his neighbor. Hence the reason why, in 
Pagan countries, you cannot find any associations for purposes of 
trade or commerce——of banking or benevolence. Hence their re- 
sources are crippled, and the public mind is stagnant. But let the 
Christian Pulpit be planted there, and the truth, as it is in Jesus, 
pervade the hearts and minds of the people, and the now dead mass 
would at once exhibit signs of life, and put on such an aspect of 
enterprise and prosperity as heathenism never saw, and can never 
produce. So true is this connection, that a distinguished instructer 
was accustomed to say to his pupils, “Give me the religion of a 
country, and I will tell you all the rest ;”’-—the kind of religion 
determining the character of the people—-whether they were torpid 
or active—ignorant or enlightened —bondmen or free. 

Further illustrations of this point might be gathered from not a 
few villages even in New England, where the experiment of aban- 
doning the institutions of religion has been tried. One only, how- 
ever, will be given, because this one is a fair representative of all 
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the rest. In one of the towns of a neighboring county, the people 
voluntarily deprived themselves of a preached gospel for several 
years, till the difference between them and the adjoining towns in 
their want of thrift and prosperity became proverbial, and till they 
themselves were convinced that, in forsaking the Pulpit, they had 
forsaken their own mercies. At length, they repaired their weather- 
beaten and almost ruined church, and settled a devoted minister of 
the gospel, with an effect so marked on the enterprise of the peo- 
ple, that one of their most intelligent men remarked, but a few 
weeks since, that their farms had increased fifty per cent. in 
value, and that an entirely new aspect had been put on the dwell- 
ings, as well as on the spirit of the people. 

In view, then, of these and similar facts, are we not justified 
in saying, that the Pulpit increases the value of every kind of use- 
ful property, and therefore that it is worth more than it costs for its 
support ? 

II. The Pulpit is worth more than it costs, because the vices and 
crimes which it restrains cost more than the restraining influence. 

This statement will commend itself at once to all who are familiar 
with the expenditures of vice. Indeed it is only another way of 
saying, that vice is more expensive than virtue ; that it costs more 
to support a drunkard than a sober man; more to sustain the licen- 
tious than the chaste ; more to secure and convict a criminal than 
to have prevented him from becoming a criminal. 

One of the shrewdest lawyers in the land, after a careful and 
laborious examination of the statistics of criminal jurisprudence, has 
authorized the following statements. In the State of New York, the 
actual convictions of criminals are one to every seven hundred in- 
habitants ; and, taking the country at large, it will be safe to say one 
to every thousand inhabitants. At this rate, we have at least thirteen 
thousand criminals already convicted, and three thousand uncon- 
victed. Here, then, are sixteen thousand accomplished villains. 
The expense of supporting a prudent man may be estimated at two 
hundred dollars annually—making the cost of supporting these six, 
teen thousand criminals three millions two hundred thousand dollars 
a year. Add to this, the loss occasioned by counterfeiting money— 
the waste in dissipation and riots—the costs attending unsuccessful 
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prosecutions for crime—losses sustained by fires, which have been 
ascertained to have been kindled by incendiaries, and the sum total of 
the estimate is nine millions of dollars. “So that the honest part of 
this nation pay more for the support of crime than is paid for all our 
naval and land forces, forts, arsenals, navy-yards, ordnance, armories, 
Indian pensions, and internal improvements put together !’—proof 
this, that human laws, however severe, can never prevent the com- 
mission of crime. But the sanctified influence of the Pulpit can do 
it; for, so great is its power of prevention, that criminals, and those 
who intend to become such, are seldom seen in the house of God. 
Indeed, the conscience, which is educated in the sanctuary, brings 
the day of judgment and final retribution too near to allow men to 
become aggressive on the rights and happiness of their fellow-men. 
That certain fearful looking for of judgment for human guilt, which 
is here constantly held up before the intellectual vision, and especially 
that renewal of the heart to holiness by divine influence, which so 
frequently follows the faithful preaching of the gospel, constitute the 
only adequate remedy for the wrong doings of this wicked world. 
What then would be the effect, if all the costs of crime in this land 
were consecrated to the diffusion and maintenance of the institutions 
of the gospel throughout the length and breadth of our country? 
Would not the nation be a gainer by it even in a pecuniary point 
of view, to say nothing of the improvement in morals and mental 
elevation—the certain consequence of obeying the truth ? 

You are all familiar with the fact, that pawperism, as the direct 
fruit of vice, is one of the public burdens; that England literally 
groans under the weight of this burden; that the property of the 
people is absorbed by taxation for the support of the poor; and that 
in this country, we have reason for the most fearful apprehensions 
from this source, unless we can bring a redeeming influence to bear 
upon it. ‘To have seven eighths of all the pauperism in the State 
of New York brought upon it by the single vice of intemperance, is 
enough to satisfy every sober man not only that something must be 
done to arrest the evil, but that the expense of this vice is greater than 
the means of prevention. Let all the children and youth in the 
land be brought under the appropriate influence of the Pulpit, and 
this vice will soon cease to exist, and the heavy burden which it 
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now imposes on the nation will be removed. In this event, your 
prisons and penitentiaries will henceforth stand empty monuments 
of the depravity of a past age. For it is a well known fact, that those 
who attend regularly on the public worship of God, seldom, if ever, 
become drunkards or criminals. And the reason is as obvious as 
the fact. It is, because men are here brought near to God, andthe ‘ 
conviction of their personal responsibility to his law is constantly - 
deepening. You feel a moral certainty, that men like Joseph and ~ 
Daniel—Paul and Cornelius—Wilberforce and Howard—men who 
uphold the institutions of religion, and whose hearts are controlled 
by the fear and love of God, will never become vicious and a burden 
to the community ; while you are equally confident, that men like 
Ahab and Haman, Judas and Simon Magus,—men who hate the 
light and restraints of true religion, will be the sport of passion, and 
the prey of lust. " 
We say, then, that the vices and crimes which the Pulpit restrains, 
cost more than the restraining influence. This fact is indeed but 
little thought of by those who have been long accustomed to the 
ministrations of the Pulpit, because its conservative, health-giving 


influence, is as noiseless as that of the dew—the kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation. But wherever the experiment has been 
tried of living without the institutions of the gospel, there, in the im- 
morality and crime which abound, it is seen and felt how much men 


are indebted for their highest temporal prosperity to the religion of 
Jesus Christ. 


III. Again. The Pulpit is worth more than it costs, because it 
is the prerequisite and support of civilization. 

It is indeed true, that several nations, such as ancient Greece and 
Rome, attained to great elevation and refinement without the aid of 
the gospel, but not to such a civilization as it is in the power of 
Christianity alone to impart and perpetuate. 

The barbarous, or savage state, is that in which passion habitually 
predominates over reason—lust over conscience ;—in which the 
animal, rather than the intellectual and moral, nature of man, is — 
gratified. Now when this order is reversed; where a people’ are 
governed by the decisions of an enlightened conscience, there civili.” 
zation in its best form exists; and what we affirm is, that such a 











168 THE NATIONAL PREACHER, 


condition is never reached and maintained without the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 'The history of the Greenlanders presents an illustration in 
Point. The missionaries to that country spent the first ten years 
‘after their arrival in attempting to elevate and civilize the people by 
the aid of literature and science alone, but the attempt was an utter 
‘ failure. ‘They then exhibited, with all the eloquence of fervid feel- 
ing, the doctrine of a Savior, crucified for the sins of men—suffer- 
ing, and dying-to atone for the guilt of his enemies, with an effect, 
which more than realized their most sanguine expectations. The 
attention of the people was arrested, and the transformation of heart, 
which followed, laid the foundation for a permanent elevation. Will 
‘any one doubt whether the introduction of the gospel into Greenland, 
and the blessings which have followed in its train, are /ess valuable 
‘to the people, than the expense incurred by the enterprise? Who, 
that properly understands the cruelties, the degredation, and the ez- 
pense, attending the rites of Pagan superstition, can doubt? No. 
The civilization of the Greenlander, and his consequent redemption 
from the brutal ignorance and barbarism of his former state, are worth 
more to him for this life, than all the gold in the universe. Thus 
also schools among the Indians have failed to reclaim them from the 
savage state, except as they have been made subordinate to the in- 
strumentality of the gospel. Such is the testimony of the mission- 
aries themselves—such the result of actual experiment ; and such a 
result we should be led to anticipate from the very nature of the 
case ; for how can man rise to true refinement, so long as his heart 
is “the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage of every unclean and 
hateful bird?” How can sweetness of manners mark the intercourse 
of society, so long as ferocious passion is permitted to rage, and 
brutify the human mind, and put out the light, and hush the voice 
of reason and conscience ? 

But the Pulpit is not. only the prerequisite of civilization, it is 
also indispensable for its support. Civilization cannot be maintained 
without the same influence in which it originated. The proof of 
this is seen in almost every town in Christendom ; in men who have 
withdrawn, as far as possible, from the influence and support of the 
gospel; and the evidence in such cases is as palpable as it is painful, 

that they are rapidly reverting to the savage state. The roughness 
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and vulgarity of their manners—the obtusehess of their moral per- 
ceptions and sensibilities—and the habitual predominance of appetite 
and lust over reason and conscience, proclaim with a loud voice, that 
the light of civilization in them is nearly extinguishad ; and 3 
for surrounding restraints, arising from those who maintain the in- 


stitutions of the gospel, they would soon become downright barbass . . 


rians. Such is the testimony of stubborn facts, known and:read of 
all men, in regard to the necessity of the gospel in maintaining 
civilization, wherever it has gained a foothold in our world. By as 
much then as civilization is worth more than barbarism, by so much 
does the Christian Pulpit repay what it costs for its support. 

IV. Assuming that mankind will have some kind of religion, (an 
assumption which the history of our race justifies,) we say, fourthly; 


That the Protestant, evangelical Pulpit, is worth more than it costsg : 


because it prevents the introduction of a more expensive, as well as 
a false religion. 

A nation of Atheists, having no eligi whatever, has never ex- 
isted ; nor can it exist, so long as man is in possession of his present 
faculties of moral agency. Some kind of religion is indispensable 
in order to meet the demands of his moral nature. And hence the 
question submitted to men is, not whether they shall have no religion 
at all, but whether it shall be ¢rue or false—Mahommedan or Jew- 
ish—Pagan or Christian. And here it is, that the religion of the 
gospel has the advantage over every other, not only on the ground 
of its truth and excellence, but as a matter of economy. For minis- 
ters enough of some order there will be; and the number will be in 
exact ratio to the ignorance of the people, and the corruption of re- 
ligion. Infidelity has its priest in every man, who is sworn, by his 
talents and influence, to propagate the scheme. Paganism has its 
thousands of altars, and its array of priests to attend on every altar. 
In France, under the Roman Catholic Church, four hundred thou- 
sand, or one to every sixty-two of the inhabitants, are ecclesiastics. 
In Spain, one hundred and eighty thousand, or one to every sixty- 
one of the population, are supported by the church, while the Protest- 
ant religion deems one minister sufficient for every thousand souls. 
It is thus seen to be a matter of economy to maintain the evangelical 
Pulpit, not merely because it exhibits the only true religion, but be- 
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cause it is the cheapest,—demanding fewer ministers for its inculca- 
tion, and a far less expensive apparatus for worship. If men will 
have some kind of religion, as the entire history of the world de- 
monstrates, it is better, on every account, to possess the-religion of a 
regenerated heart—the religion of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

For these several reasons, therefore, are we not authorized to say, 
THAT THE PULPIT IS WORTH MORE THAN IT costs ? 

If, then, such be the legitimate fruits of a preached gospel, it is 
obvious to remark, 

1. That the Pulpit is not in debt to the people. 

. By this I mean, that it pays back more than it costs in the 
increased value which it gives to every kind of useful property ;—in 
the restraints which it imposes on vice and crime ;—in the enterprise 
which it imparts, by introducing and perpetuating the purest form 
of civilization ;—and in its preventing the introduction of a spurious, 
as well as a more expensive religion. 

To say nothing of its connection with the eternal welfare of the 
soul, it is worth more than it costs for the good which it does—for 
the expense which it saves in the present life. Who can esti- 
mate the expense of time and treasure, devoted to the gratification 
of licentious passion—-to that which is not bread—to that which 
satisfieth not? Who can tell the amount of money worse than wasted 
by Sabbath-breakers, drawing largely on the strength of the physical 
system, and cutting short a multitude of lives? Is it too much to 
say, that the money wasted in these ways is more than is now ex- 
pended to supply the land with religious instruction——a waste occa- 
sioned altogether by breaking away from the salutary restraints of 
‘the gospel? And “to what purpose is this waste?” Are those, who 
expend money for sinful gratifications, happier, or more useful, than 
those who love the gospel, and, like David, regard one day spent in 
the courts of the Lord as better than a thousand in the tents of sin? 
No. For after tasting all the pleasures which sin can bestow, they 
are obliged at last to pronounce them vanity and vexation of spirit. 

The influence of the Pulpit, then, on the temporal prosperity of 
men, is in the highest degree benign and salutary. The only 
losers, if any, in a pecuniary point of view, are the ministers them- 
selves. Seldom, if ever, do they regain by preaching what their 
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education, and the time devoted to this purpose, cost them. nd if 
you add to this, what would probably have been the result of devoting 
themselves to some other profession, you will doubtless admit, that 
they have not gained, but lost, (so far as the acquisition of money is 
concerned,) by becoming the ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ. Cer- ' 
tain it is, that they ordinarily pay a higher tax for the support of 
public worship than any two or three of their parishioners ; for they » 
give the interest of what their education cost them—the interest on 
fifteen hundred or two thousand dollars, and of what they might have 
earned during their eight or ten years of preparatory study. But all 
this is comparatively nothing. ‘To be permitted to preach the un- 
searchable riches of Jesus Christ—to be the instrument of fitting 
men for usefulness here, and for glory hereafter, is a privilege of. . 
greater value than all the wealth of every earthly mine, and all the 
gems of every ocean cave. Thus much, however, seemed called for 
to relieve the Pulpit from the charge of receiving more benefits than 
it bestows. The gospel, my brethren, comes to men, not to beg, but 
to scatter blessings broadcast over every land. And it has demon- 
strated, by the multitude of its temporal blessings, that the money ex- 
pended for the support of its institutions, is not only not wasted, but 
that it returns to the donors more than principal and interest. 

2. Again. If the gospel is so indispensable to our highest tem- 
poral welfare, as the facts exhibited in this discourse warrant us to 
affirm, then the work of Home Missions is a work of self-preserva- 
tion. . 

We have seen that vices and crimes will abound, and the light of 
civilization he extinguished, wherever the institutions of the gospel 
are abandoned, introducing pauperism and wretchedness, and false 
systems of religion; systems as expensive as they are false. The 
work of Home Missions, preventing all these evils, is, therefore, a - 
work of self-preserving mercy. To take away the restraints of the 
gospel from our free institutions is to destroy their vitality—and .to 
introduce corruption and licentiousness, and that pride which goeth 
before destruction. Let any man consult the history of natiens. with 
reference to the causes which led to the ruin of their prosperity, and 
he will see, that the first step in the process was, the removal of 
those restraints which keep the bad passions of the heart in sub- 
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ordination to reason and conscience. Rome might have stood to 
this day, gathering strength and glory and greatness from age to age, 
if all her citizens had been constantly animated by the ‘spirit of 
Washington and Wilberforce; but yielding her confidence to such 
men as Cataline-—men of lust and blood——she soon sunk under the 
weight of her vices and crimes. Every friend of his country, there- 
fore, who perceives the connection between the purity of the public 
morals, and the preservation of free institutions, will bid God speed 
to the work of Home Missions, having for their object the establish- 
ment and maintenance, in every part of our country, of that religion, 
which has proved itself to be the great conservator of public morals, 
and free institutions. 

This work will appear the more indispensable to our safety, asa 
nation, when the statistics of our population are viewed in connection 
with the well known and well attested fact, that a strong moral in- 
fluence, pervading all classes of society, is the mainspring of our 
prosperity. 

The territory over which the United States extends its jurisdic- 
tion, is two thirds as large as all Europe, and is one twenty-fifth part 
of the entire globe. Weare accustomed to call New England large; 
but if you divide the United States into twenty-five portions, each of 
these portions is larger than all New England. Or if you represent 
the United States by a line of one hundred inches, the share that will 
fall to New England is four inches. This broad land is doubtless 
destined to be filled with a dense population of immortal beings. It 
has been computed, after a careful estimate of the capabilities of 
America, that with the present degree of knowledge, and without any 
reliance upon future discoveries in agriculture and the arts, this 
whole continent will sustain at least two thousand millions of inhab- 
itants in circumstances of comfort. It has been ascertained, also, 
that our population doubles in every twenty-five years, and in the 
valley of the Mississippi in eleven years. But for the sake of com- 
ing certainly within the bounds of truth, let it be supposed, that the 
number doubles only in thirty years. At this rate, the population of 
this country in one hundred and seventy years from this time will be 
one thousand millions—two hundred millions more than the present 
population of the globe. In fifty years, the number will be fifty mil- 
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lions, speaking the English language. In fifty years more, (when 
some of our grand children will be alive,) there will be two hundred 
millions, and in seventy years more one thousand millions! And who 
is not concerned to know what will be their character? What laws. 
can hold them in restraint ?—who can rule over them ?—who will 
be safe to dwell among them ?~-—and with what feelings must we 
lie down in our graves, and leave our children’s children to have 
their inheritance among them, if they be actuated only by the un- 
hallowed propensities of depraved humanity! The character and cons 
dition of this amazing mass of human beings must, according to the es¢ ° 
tablished laws of the divine government, be more or less affected by © 
the principles and conduct of the present generation. O, if there be 
any measure, which, if carried out, will save this vast population 
from the degredation of vice and crime, shall it not be adopted ? And 
yet the institutions of the gospel, which it is the grand aim of Home 
Missions to establish in every waste place, will ensure, if cordially 
embraced, the safety of our country to the end of time; for righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation, and will render every institution, with which 
it is incorporated, as indistructible as itself ! 

Look too at the prospective physical and moral power of the West- 
ern States of this confederacy, and observe the bearings of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ on their temporal well being. 

By the Western States, I mean those which are situated between 
the Alleghany and the Rocky Mountains,’and are watered by the 
Mississippi and its tributaries. This territory contains five hundred 
and twenty-eight thousand square miles. It is only about sixty years 
since the first English settlements west of the Alleghany were made. 
Forty-five years ago, the entire white population of all those states 
amounted, by actual computation, to scarcely one hundred and fifty 
thousand. Now they contain about five millions. Of their capa- 
bility to sustain a population equal in density to that of Massachusetts, 
no doubt of course can be entertained. The number of persons to 
the square mile in Massachusetts, is seventy. By recurring to the 
number of square miles in the valley of the Mississippi, it will be 
seen, that with a population equal in density to what now exists in 
Massachusetts, this valley will sustain thirty-six millions nine hundred 
and sixty thousand inhabitants, giving it an effective military force 
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of four millions—an army superior to that which can be brought 
into the field by the Autocrat of all the Russias ! 

Consider, also, their moral power. 

When it is remembered that the Western States, according to the 
lowest estimate that can be made, are capable of sustaining a popula. 
tion of forty millions, we feel that their moral power must be great 
for good or evil, in proportion as intelligence or ignorance, virtue ot 
vice, prevail among the people. It is said that. at their present rate 
of inerease, they will have, in 1850, a majority of the representatives 
in Congress ; ‘and it is well known, that the character of the repre- 
. sentative will correspond with that of his constituents. “If the 
people are industrious and virtuous, their representatives will be men 
of like spirit. But if ignorance, licentiousness, and a disregard of 
all religious obligation prevail in the community, then reckless dema- 
gogues, and loud disunionists, and abandoned profligates, will sit in 
the sacred halls of legislation, and ambition and self-aggrandizement 
and love of power will take the place of patriotism and public spirit, 
and an unshaken attachment to the best interests of the nation. In 
such a state of society, the elective franchise, which is the peculiar 
glory of America, will become one of its deadliest scourges.” 

It should be remembered, also, that if the population of this coun- 
try should become generally corrupt, they cannot be governed, like 
men of the same character in other countries. In Spain, for instance, 
the government is able, by a standing army, by racks, dungeons and 
spies, and by disarming the common people, to preserve some kind 
of public order. The people are prepared for this, having been 
transformed into beasts of burden by superstition, and the domination 
of the privileged orders. But should the people of the United States 
generally cast off all religious restraints, and become licentious in 
their morals, who does not see that, with the sole power of govern- 
ment in their own hands, they would be beyond all control, and that 


wickedness and violence would reign with tremendous and indomi- 
table energy ? 


I ask now what remedy there is for this state of things—what 
means of preventing this frightful state of society, but the preaching 
of the gospel, with the Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven? Con- 
stitutions and statute-books are but a dead letter, before a corrupt pub- 
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lic sentiment. Not a law of our land; however wise, however es- 
sential to the public weal, can be executed, unless the people wish to 
have it. And what can make them wish te have laws executed, 
which impose restraints upon their corrupt inclinations, but the * 
power of the gospel? The reason, why the people of this country 
have been so easily governed under free institutions, in past time, is 
to be found in the fact, that the truth of God—the power of the 
world to come exerted, so extensively, its influence on their hearts. 
It is to be found in the history of Plymouth rock—in the principles 
of the Pilgrims, and in the institutions which they established to bless 
their posterity. And just in proportion as we recede from these in- © 
fluences, our constitutions and our laws become as ropes of sand, and 


the roaring of the cataract, as we approach it, admonishes us of our 
doom. 


Can it be doubted, that the purest morality, and the most healthy pub- 
lic sentiment, found in this country, exist in connection with the or- 
dinances of religion ? or that, if every man had the spirit of Paul, and 
the heart of every woman were opened, like that of Lydia, to the 
impressions of divine truth; and every child, like young Timothy, 


were trained according to the principles of the Bible, our country 
would be in a vastly more prosperous condition in this world even, 
than if the people should generally ask, like Pharoah, “who is the 
Lord, that we should obey him?’ Can there be a doubt on this 
Point in the mind of any sober man ? 

We say, then, that the work of Home Missions, having for its ob- 
ject the establishment of churches, and the ministry of the gospel, in 
every waste place throughout the land, is a work of self-preservation. 
Let an uncorrupted Christianity, with all its institutions and ordinan- 
ces, with all its restraints and encouragements, go forth with the tide. 
of population that is so fast overflowing the land, and however vast 
and extensive that tide may be, the light of education will be every 
where diffused, and social order will be preserved, and rights will be 
respected, and law will be obeyed, and the hands of government 
will be made strong, and the blessings of civil liberty will be enjoyed 
in all their richness, and will be transmitted inviolate to coming gen- 
erations. But these results can be secured by nothing but the gos- 
pel; and the gospel unadulterated, and every where diffused, and ac- . 
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companied with the demonstration of the Spirit and with power, 
We are called to engage in this work, then, by the testimony of alj 
past history, and by the voice of God in his word and providence, 
as the only efficient means of promoting and perpetuating our indi- 
vidual and national prosperity. or, to use the language of another, 
“unless the salt contained in Christian institutions can be dif 
fused through the land, the mass will putrefy,”——“let the Sabbath 
schools, then, and the Bible classes of our country, be multiplied ; and 
let societies for domestic missions rise in every state and district, to 
colléct and pour out the energies of the people for their preservation, 
while Bibles and pastors and teachers are multiplied till the knowl- 
edge of the Lord covers the land, and his saving health is extended 
to all the people.” 

And let these instrumentalities, in which, under God, is all our 
hope,-be employed without delay. 'The disease is preying upon our 
vitals, and the remedy cannot.be applied too soon. Those vices 
which. impoverish a nation,—that infidelity which bids defiance to 
control,—and that false religion which prepares the way for the iron 
rod of despotism, are already at work; and, unless speedily coun- 
teracted by the energies of the church and the mighty power of 
God, will stamp upon generation after generation their character and 
their doom. Our country is yet in its youth, and it may now be 
moulded by the power of truth, and of motives drawn from the 
world to come. But let it grow up to manhood, unrestrained, un- 
hallowed by the Sabbath and the sanctuary, and the Spirit of God, 
and the day of its merciful visitation may be past, and the things of 
its prosperity and of its peace be hidden for ever from our eyes. 
O, let us see to it, then, that we come not with our remedy too late! 
Now is the accepted time,—now the day of salvation ! 





Gtesnstyged be 7. ’ Ripley, 





